WORKS AND SACRIFICE

and activity of Prakriti; so its logical culmination is
cessation of all works. Yoga starts from the notion of
the Divine as Ishwara, lord of the operations of Prakriti
and therefore superior to them, and its logical cul-
mination is not cessation of works but the soul's
superiority to them and freedom even though doing
all works. In the opposition of Vedism and Vedantism
works, karma, are restricted to Vedic works and some-
times even to Vedic sacrifice and ritualised works, all
else being excluded as not useful to salvation. Vedism
of the Mimansakas insisted on them as the means,
Vedantism taking its stand on the Upanishads looked
on them as only a preliminary belonging to the state of
ignorance and in the end to be overpassed and rejected,
an obstacle to the seeker of liberation. Vedism wor-
shipped the Devas, the gods, with sacrifice and held
them to be the powers who assist our salvation.
Vedantism was inclined to regard them as powers of
the mental and material world opposed to our salvation
(men, says the Upanishad, are the cattle of the gods,
who do not desire man to know and be free); it saw
the Divine as the immutable Brahman who has to be
attained not by works of sacrifice and worship but by
knowledge. Works only lead to material results and
to an inferior Paradise; therefore they have to be
renounced.

The Gita resolves this opposition by insisting that
the Devas are only forms of the one Deva, the Ishwaray
the Lord of all Yoga and worship and sacrifice and
austerity, and if it is true that sacrifice offered to the
Devas leads only to material results and to Paradise,.
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